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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Opening Remarks  

 

 

The Chair, Dr. Bryna Warshawsky, welcomed participants to the meeting. Dr. John Spika, Director General (DG), Centre for 

Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases (CIRID), Public Health Agency of Canada, introduced the NACI team from 

CIRID.  
 

Canadian Immunization 

Guide (CIG) Planning 

 

Part 4, disease specific chapters of the Canadian Immunization Guide, are planned for release at the Canadian Immunization 

Conference, December 3-5, 2012 in Vancouver, BC. Following this, revised and new chapters will continue to be posted 

incrementally as they are completed. 

CIG Wording for “No 

known allergies” 

(consistency issue across 

chapters) 

Where applicable, Part 4 chapters will specify that there are no known allergens for specific vaccines. This will be applied to 

chapters is progress and will be revised in chapters already approved when they undergo future changes/updates.   

 

First review of CIG 

Chapter: Chronic 

Diseases Chapter 

 

 

The chapter was reviewed. Following discussion it was decided that further details/clarification should be provided on influenza 

immunization and specifically around the use of live attenuated influenza vaccine. The chapter will also need to clarify the best 

practices around intramuscular injections for patients with bleeding disorders or taking long-term anticoagulant therapy. 
 

First Review of CIG 

Chapters: Typhoid  

Members of the Committee to Advise of Tropical Medicine and Travel (CATMAT) participated in the discussion via 

teleconference. The chapter was reviewed and included a discussion on when typhoid vaccine is indicated for travellers. Following 

the discussion it was decided that further clarity is required around vaccine effectiveness in young children, minimum age for 

vaccination, decreased gastric secretions, antibiotics and the oral vaccine, and the time interval for boosting with the oral vaccine. 

 

First Review of CIG 

Chapters: Travellers 

Members of the Committee to Advise of Tropical Medicine and Travel (CATMAT) participated in the discussion via 

teleconference. The chapter was reviewed. The following items were discussed: measles vaccination for infants traveling to an 



National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) Summary of Discussion 
October 3-5, 2012 Meeting, Ottawa, Ontario 

 

 
 

Page 2 of 5 
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 
endemic country, need to distinguish between an infant who is going to an endemic country and an infant who is in an 

endemic area and is coming to Canada, and the need to emphasize the increased risk for varicella with travel.  

NACI Statement: 2013-

14 Seasonal Influenza 

Vaccine Statement 

 

Literature was presented on influenza vaccination and commercial swine and poultry workers. This item was added to the 

February NACI meeting agenda to allow further evidence to be gathered.  

   

NACI Statement: 

Pneumo 13 Adult 

Indication 

A preliminary review of the recommendations was completed with further discussions and review of the draft statement to occur 

following the meeting.  

Liaison Representative 

and Ex-Officio Updates 

Updates were provided by liaison members including the: Canadian Immunization Committee (CIC), Department of National 

Defence (DND), Health Canada’s First Nations and Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB), Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA), 

Canadian Association for Immunization Research and Evaluation (CAIRE), Committee to Advise on Tropical Medicine and 

Travel (CATMAT), Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health (CCMOH), Association of Medical Microbiology and Infectious 

Diseases Canada (AMMI), Canadian Paediatrics Society (CPS), US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and 

Health Canada’s Biologics and Genetic Therapies Directorate (BGTD).   

 

Canadian Immunization 

Committee (CIC) Two-

Dose Varicella Statement 

The CIC sought NACI feedback on whether Canadian varicella recommendations would be impacted by a US article on universal 

varicella vaccination. It was decided that at this time there is no need to adjust the current NACI recommendations.  

Zoster Vaccine and Low 

Dose 

Immunosuppressive 

Therapy 

NACI currently recommends that herpes zoster vaccine should not be given to individuals taking most immunosuppressive 

medications, while ACIP has specific recommendations related to immunosuppressive medication which permits vaccination with 

herpes zoster vaccine when the patient is taking some low dose immunosuppressive agents.  It was decided that an updated to the 

zoster statement should be completed and brought to the NACI February 2013 meeting. The update would review the issue of low 

dose immunosuppressive medication and zoster immunization, as well as vaccination following an episode of herpes zoster, herpes 

zoster ophthalmicus in those with a previous episode of herpes zoster ophthalmicus, and concomitant administration of herpes 
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zoster vaccination and pneumococcal vaccine.  

Pertussis Vaccination in 

Pregnancy 

In 2011, ACIP made a recommendation on the use of pertussis-containing vaccines in pregnancy, with further discussion to take 

place at their upcoming October 2012 meeting. The NACI Pertussis Working Group is to consider the available evidence and the 

need for a NACI statement at this time.   

NACI and CIC 

Statement: 

Meningococcal B Pilot 

Project 

A presentation was provided to update NACI on the Meningococcal B Pilot Project. The pilot is still in its early stages so it is 

evolving. The pilot is being led by the Meningococcal B Task Group which reports to the Communicable and Infectious Disease 

Steering Committee (CID-SC) of the Public Health Network. As part of the pilot project, an evaluation will be completed 

and provided to CID-SC.  A meeting with Ontario (PHO), Quebec (INSPQ) and PHAC occurred in August, with a meeting of 

the full Task Group project team being planned for this fall.  The proposed plan is to have NACI review the burden of illness, 

efficacy/effectiveness and safety of the vaccine as per usual NACI process.  

Meningococcal B 

Literature Review 
A presentation was provided on a Meningococcal B literature review conducted by Public Health Ontario.   

 

Issues Arising out of 

Quadracel® Shortage 
A CCMOH task group identified several questions related to longer-term issues surrounding the Quadracel® shortage, which 

NACI was asked to review. A literature review and draft statement will be completed by NACI and provided to CCMOH.   

 

First Review of Part 3 

CIG chapters: Patients 

with Inadequate 

Records; New to 

Canada; and Healthcare 

Institutions  

The chapter, Patients with Inadequate Records, was reviewed. Following revisions, including additional text on repeat 

immunizations, the chapter will be submitted for approval.  

The chapter, New to Canada, was reviewed. Following clarification/additional text on assessing HIV status prior to administration 

of live vaccines, TB skin testing and BCG vaccination, the global epidemiology of varicella, and vaccination for rubella, the 

chapter will be submitted for approval.  

The chapter, Healthcare Institutions, was reviewed.  Following clarification/additional text on influenza vaccination and 

pregnancy, TB skin testing, avoidance of live vaccines during pregnancy, immunization of children in healthcare institutions 

according to age, the administration of live vaccines in health care settings, adverse event reporting, and pneumococcal 
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vaccination in long term care facilities, the chapter will be submitted for approval. 

Second Review of Part 3 

Chapters: 

Immunocompromised 

The chapter was reviewed. Following clarification/additional text on varicella and herpes zoster vaccination, vaccines 

contraindicated for those with B-cell deficiency and known intact T-cells, and influenza vaccination for those with an isolated IgA 

deficiency with no concomitant defects in T-cells, the chapter will be sent to NACI for final approval.  

   

Second review of Part 3 

CIG Chapters: Adults; 

and Workers  

The Adults chapter was reviewed. Following clarification/additional text on PCV-13 (following completion of the statement on 

pneumococcal 13-valent vaccine for adults), the distinction between healthy adults at low risk and adults with risk factors, 

measles vaccination, and opportunistic immunization for polio, the chapter is to be submitted for approval.  

The Workers chapter was reviewed. Following clarification/additional text on polio vaccination and travel, influenza vaccination 

and healthcare workers, hepatitis B vaccination for workers in shelters for the homeless, varicella vaccination, and 

diphtheria and BCG vaccination for humanitarian relief workers, additional comments will be sought following the 

meeting.   

Other CIG Updates: 

Anaphylaxis; BCG; and 

Pregnancy and Lactation 

 

Status updates and outstanding issues were discussed including: administration of epinephrine in the Anaphylaxis chapter; TB skin 

testing in the BCG chapter; and consideration to changing the name of the Pregnancy and Lactation chapter. 

Executive Summary 
An update was provided on the status of the Terms of Reference, NACI work plan, Guidelines for Manufacturer Presentations to 

NACI and NACI Working Groups, and the joint NACI / CATMAT committee on developing evidence-based vaccine 

recommendations.  

 

Improved National 

Structures and Processes 

for Making 

Immunization 

Recommendations 

The need for improved coordination and efficiencies and reduced duplication in the development of immunization 

recommendations was emphasized, as per the INSPIR report. NACI was also provided with an update on work to date of the NIS-

TG. 
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(INSPIR) and the 

National Immunization 

Strategy Task Group 

(NIS-TG) Updates 

Vaccine Industry 

Committee (VIC) 

Feedback on INSPIR 

Report 

Recommendations 

Mr. John Dorsey, outgoing Chair of the Vaccine Industry Committee (VIC), introduced his colleagues and presented VIC’s 

feedback on the INSPIR report recommendations.  NACI and VIC discussed issues/solutions.  VIC will take the issues raised by 

NACI back to the full committee to discuss and respond as necessary.  

 

 


