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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Opening Remarks  

 

The Chair, Dr. Bryna Warshawsky, welcomed participants to the meeting.  The Committee was informed of the resignation of one 

member, the completion of two terms by another NACI member, and the departure of the Committee to Advise on Tropical 

Medicine and Travel liaison member. The contributions of these members were acknowledged.  

   

Dr. Rainer Engelhardt, the Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM), Infectious Disease Prevention and Control Branch, informed the 

Committee of the development of the Public Health Agency of Canada’s policy on External Advisory Bodies. The policy was 

developed to ensure transparency and consistency in the approaches used by advisory bodies to provide advice to the Public 

Health Agency of Canada.  

NACI Operational work 

plan 

Resource needs and solutions to support NACI were discussed. There was a decision to develop a detailed operational plan, 

including resource requirements.  

 

Common Evidence –

Based Recommendation 

Framework 

Dr. Ken Scott, the Chair of the Special Advisory Committee (SAC) on the Development of Evidence-Based Vaccine 

Recommendations (DEVR), provided an update on the committee’s activities, which have been focused on completing 

environmental scans of evidence-based strategies used by other groups.   

NACI Statement & 

Chapter Review Process  

NACI review and approval processes were discussed for the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG). Revised processes were 

established.   

 

NACI Fall/Winter 

Teleconference Schedule 

A fixed, bi-weekly teleconference schedule was agreed to in order to facilitate the review of the CIG chapters, and discuss other 

NACI items as required.  

Terms of Reference 

(TOR) 

The NACI Terms of Reference (TOR) are being revised so that they align with the Public Health Agency of Canada’s policy on 

External Advisory Bodies.  Following further considerations and potential revisions, the TOR will be brought back to NACI for 

review.  

 Update on the selection 

process for NACI Vice 

Chair 

The process for the selection of the NACI Vice-Chair was discussed and will be reflected in the NACI TOR.   
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Meningococcal B 

Statement 

A presentation was provided to inform NACI members about the progress of the working group to date.  The literature review is 

expected to be ready for review by the working group in June.  A draft statement will be brought forward to NACI at an upcoming 

meeting.  

Pneumococcal  13 in 

Adults  

An evidence review is in progress for PNEU-C- 13, including a review of the literature for adult subgroups. Evidence on the 

efficacy and safety of pneumococcal vaccines in individuals with transplants (liver, kidney, bone marrow, stem cell), persons with 

HIV infection, and in the elderly were reviewed and discussed.  A statement will be prepared by the Working Group for NACI 

review.  Data on the immunization of asthmatic individuals for the prevention of invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) was also 

presented. 

Improved National 

Structures and Processes 

for making 

Immunization 

Recommendations 

(INSPIR) and National 

Immunization Strategy- 

Task Group  

The NIS-TG is assessing the mechanisms and processes for the development of immunization statements in Canada.  The 

Meningococcal B statement was identified as a pilot project.   

Liaison Member Updates Updates were provided by Liaison members including: the Canadian Immunization Committee, Department of National Defence, 

Health Canada’s First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, College of Family Physicians of Canada, Canadian Public Health 

Association, US Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices, Canadian Association for Immunizations Research and 

Evaluation , Committee to Advise on Tropical Medicine and Travel Health, Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health, 

Association of Medical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases Canada  and Canadian Paediatric Society.  

Exacerbation of Herpes 

Zoster Ophthalmicus 

following Zoster virus 

vaccination  

A presentation summarizing available information was provided. It was decided that an updated Herpes Zoster statement should be 

prepared to provide an update on information on herpes zoster ophthalmicus following vaccination in those with previous herpes 

zoster ophthalmicus.  

The frequently asked question, when to give zoster vaccine to those who want it after an episode of zoster, was also discussed. 

Based on expert opinion, it was decided that if vaccination is given after zoster, an interval of a year is recommended. In addition 

to including this in the updated statement, it will need to be included in the CIG. 
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CIG: 

Meningococcal Chapter 

Following a discussion of booster doses for high-risk groups and re-vaccination following an exposure or during an outbreak 

situation, the chapter was revised and approved by NACI.  

 

CIG: 

HPV Chapter 

Vaccination of the following groups/indications was discussed: girls and women, boys and men, immunization after the onset of 

sexual activity and during breastfeeding.  Following discussion and voting by NACI members, the chapter was approved with 

changes. 

CIG: 

Immunocompromised 

Persons Chapter 

This was the first review of the chapter by NACI. The following topics were discussed: Isolated IgA deficiency and live vaccines, 

dosing for Human papillomavirus vaccine, Hepatitis B virus vaccine, and immunosuppressive medications.  All NACI WG chairs 

were asked to check for consistency with their specific chapter.  The immunocompromised chapter will be revised based on input 

from the meeting and will be presented to NACI for final review this fall.  

CIG: 

Hepatitis A Chapter 

Discussion included risk factors, yeast protein, haemophilia, and travel-related vaccinations. The chapter was approved with the 

changes.  

CIG: 

Hepatitis B Chapter 

Discussion included the assessment of hepatitis B immune status, and the timing of administration of Hepatitis B immunoglobulin 

following sexual contact and needlestick injuries.  The chapter was approved with changes.  

Vaccine Safety Working 

Group 

NACI reviewed and discussed the roles of different committees working on vaccine safety-related issues. A NACI Vaccine Safety 

Working Group was proposed and feedback was provided on a draft Terms of Reference (TOR).  Following approval of the 

revised NACI Terms of Reference, the Vaccine Safety Working Group TOR will be revisited.  

CIG: 

Vaccine  Schedules 

 The immunization tables in the chapter were reviewed, with specific issues discussed for: Table 1:  Routine Immunization 

Schedule for Infants and Children; Table 2: Routine Immunization Schedule for Children less than 7 Years Not Previously 

Immunized; Table 3: Routine Immunization for Children > 7 Years of Age up to 17 Years; Table 4: Immunization Schedule for 

Children at Risk;  Table 5:  Adults Not Previously Immunized;  Table 6:  Adults Previously Immunized – Additional Doses; and 

Table 7: Adults at Risk. Following revisions to the tables they will be sent to NACI members for review.  

CIG: 

Chronic Disease Chapter 

Discussion included the scope and depth of the chapter, and the list of chronic conditions to be included.  The chapter will be 

revised based on the discussion and a new version will be sent to NACI for review this fall.  
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CIG: Rotavirus Chapter Discussion included the timing of doses and intussusception. The chapter was approved by NACI with changes.  

Guidelines for 

Manufacturer 

Presentations to NACI 

and NACI Working 

Groups 

A presentation was provided on the revised Guidelines for Manufacturer Presentations to NACI and NACI Working Groups. 

Issues identified by the Vaccine Industry Committee were discussed. Following additional changes, based on the items discussed 

during the meeting, the Guidelines will be sent for approval within the Public Health Agency of Canada. 

Please note that the NACI Statement on Seasonal Influenza Vaccine for 2012-2013 was approved during a teleconference prior to 

the May 23-25th meeting.  


