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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Welcome and 
Introduction  

The Chair, Dr. Ian Gemmill, welcomed participants to the meeting. The Chair acknowledged that this will be the last 
meeting for NACI members Dr. Blair Seifert and Dr. Deepali Kumar and ex-officio representative for the Agency, Dr. 
Barbara Law. Their dedication and commitment to the field of immunization and their work on NACI was acknowledged.   
 
Members were informed that Dr. Wendy Vaudry will be taking on the responsibility of Chair for the Influenza Working 
Group (IWG) following the meeting. Dr. Nadine Sicard, outgoing IWG Chair, was thanked for her leadership and efforts 
over the past 6 years. 
 
Members were informed that the NACI Chair, Vice-Chair and Executive Secretary are in the process of assessing the 
applicants who put their names forward in the call for membership that was completed in May 2015. 
 
The Executive Secretary, Robert Lerch informed the committee of changes within the Agency’s senior management, as 
well as changes within the Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. Dr. Theresa Tam has taken on the role of 
Assistant Deputy Minister of the Infectious Disease Prevention and Control Branch and Rhonda Kropp has taken on the 
role of Director General of Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases. Dr. John Spika will be taking on the role of 
Senior Medical Advisor for the Infectious Disease Prevention and Control Branch.  

HPV Working Group  
 
Updated 
Recommendations on 
Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) Vaccines: 9-
valent vaccine and 
clarification of minimal 
intervals between 
doses in the HPV 
immunization schedule 

Dr. Shelley Deeks, Chair of the HPV Working Group provided an update on the activities of the Working Group.  The 
analysis of HPV immunization of immunocompromised populations has been postponed to focus on the 9-valent 
statement. The 9-valent statement and recommendations were reviewed by NACI. The statement also includes 
recommendations on the minimum intervals between doses. This was the first review of the statement and 
recommendations by NACI. 
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Measles, Mumps and 
Rubella Working Group 
(MMR-WG)  
Update 

Dr. Marina Salvadori, Chair of the MMR-WG provided an overview of the key themes and issues discussed during the 
Working Group meeting on June 2, 2015. The 5 key issues discussed as priorities were: (1) Review of the evidence on long-
term immunity following immunization prior to 12 months of age; (2) Review of the optimal timing for routine MMR 
vaccine administration; (3) Administration of intravenous (IV) versus intramuscular (IM) immunoglobulin (lg) to pregnant 
and immunocompromised individuals for post-exposure prophylaxis; (4) Review of current travel recommendations; and 
(5) Review of the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) measles chapter.  
 

Federal Led Action Plan 
on Vaccine Research, 
Innovation 
Development: Vaccine 
Priorities 
 
 

Dr. Erling Rud, Senior Science Advisor for the Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases provided a 
presentation on a draft Federal-Led Action Plan on Vaccine Research, Innovation and Development. The purpose of the 
presentation was to share the findings from consultations with the academic sector, industry, provinces and territories, 
medical experts, and other stakeholders on priority human and animal pathogens for vaccine research and development 
and to provide a status update on the draft Action Plan. The timeline and process for the finalization and release of the 
Action Plan has not been set at this time. 

Evidence-based 
Methodology Working 
Group (EBM WG) 
 
Survey on Evaluation of 
NACI Products and 
Processes Update 

An update on the Evidence-Based Methodology Working Group’s activities, timelines and next steps was provided. The 
results of a critical appraisal of NACI statements using the AGREE II (Appraisal of Guidelines for Research & Evaluation) 
Assessment Tool were reviewed. Overall the appraisal indicated that NACI guidance products have improved over time 
and are comparable in quality to other similar guidance documents. NACI products scored highest in the “scope and 
purpose” and “clarity and presentation” domains. 
 
The preliminary results of a survey on NACI Products & Processes (April 14, 2015 to May 19, 2015) were reviewed. A total 
of 656 people responded to the survey. The majority of respondents rated NACI statements and the Canadian Immunization 
Guide trustworthy and of high quality.  
 

GRADE information sessions are being organized to support the EBM WG activities by providing an overview the steps and 
procedures used in the GRADE process.  
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Liaison and Ex-officio 
Representative 
Updates 

Updates were provided by liaison and ex-officio representatives including the: Association of Medical Microbiology and 
Infectious Disease Canada, Canadian Immunization Committee, Biologics and Genetic Therapies Directorate (Health 
Canada), Canadian Association for Immunization Research and Evaluation, Canadian Paediatric Society, Canadian Public 
Health Association, US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Committee to Advise on Tropical Medicine and Travel, 
College of Family Physicians of Canada, Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health, First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, 
Health Canada, Marketed Health Products Directorate (Health Canada) and the Vaccine Safety Section (Public Health 
Agency of Canada). 

Vaccinating Against 
Pain 
 

Dr. Anna Tadio from the University of Toronto presented on research findings and clinical practice guidelines on pain and 
vaccination. The presentation reviewed the following topics: (1) rationale for reducing pain during vaccine injections, (2) 
methods used to develop and update clinical practice guidelines for reducing pain and fear during vaccine injections across 
the lifespan, and (3) recommendations.  

CIG Part 1 Vaccine 
Administration 
Practices 

Dr. Caroline Quach-Thanh presented a comparison between the recommended interventions against vaccine pain in 
HELPinKIDS and the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) text. Further review and comparison will be undertaken as part of 
the overall review of the CIG Vaccine Administration Practices chapter currently listed on the work plan. 

Vaccine Safety Working 
Group (VS WG) Update  

Dr. Blair Seifert, Working Group Chair provided an update on the VS WG activities. Several teleconferences of the VS WG 
were held to review and provide comments on the CIG Vaccine Safety Section and review and prioritize the NACI work 
plan safety-related topics. 

Canadian Immunization 
Guide Vaccine Safety 
section 

Dr. Barbara Law proposed revisions to the presentation of vaccine safety information in the CIG, Part 2 and 4, using the 
HPV chapter as an example, including the use of terms for AEFI frequency reporting (i.e., very common, common, 
uncommon, rare, very rare). NACI agreed to the general direction for the revisions. The VS WG will continue to map out 
the presentation of vaccine safety information in the CIG.   
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NACI Executive 
Secretary, General 
Business 

The NACI Executive Secretary gave a brief overview of NACI business and activities in progress, including expected 
timelines. In regards to the recent call for membership to fill existing vacancies, applications have been received and are 
being reviewed with the NACI Chair and Vice-Chair. An overview of the vaccine industry pipeline submissions was also 
provided, highlighting additions and changes since the February meeting. The NACI Executive Secretary noted that as 
previously discussed the activation of the meningococcal and pertussis working groups are the next priorities, following 
the completion of products by currently active working groups. 

Update on Live 
Attenuated Influenza 
Vaccine (Astra Zeneca) 

Astra Zeneca provided an update on Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine (LAIV) effectiveness.   

 

Live Attenuated 
Influenza Vaccine 

Dr. Deepali Kumar, Chair of the ad-hoc Live Vaccine Administration Working Group, presented three options for text to be 

included in the 2015-2016 seasonal influenza vaccine statement regarding the optimal intervals for the administration of 

LAIV and other live vaccines. The Ad-hoc working group reviewed evidence on potential immunologic interference 

following concomitant and sequential (less than 4 weeks apart) administration. NACI approved text will be incorporated 

into the 2015-2016 seasonal influenza vaccine statement.    

Statement of Seasonal 
Influenza Vaccine for 
2015-16 

Dr. Nadine Sicard presented seven items and editorial changes for the 2015-2016 seasonal influenza statement for NACI 
review and approval:  (1) inclusion of Fluad PediatricTM, (2) Choice of product for children 6-23 months, (3) Paediatric 
considerations for choice of product in regards to Influenza B, (4) Recommendation for LAIV and Children with cystic 
fibrosis, (5) Recommendation for Q-LAIV using evidence from trivalent LAIV, (6) Update on decreased LAIV effectiveness 
seen in the USA, and (7) Optimal interval for administration of LAIV and other live vaccines (as per agenda item above). 
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Statement: Hepatitis A 

Dr. Bonnie Henry provided an update on the Hepatitis Working Group.  The Hepatitis A statement update was presented 
for NACI review. The statement update will be revised and NACI approval will be sought following the meeting. The 
Hepatitis B statement has been delayed pending results from an HBV study currently underway in British Columbia. 

National Immunization 
Strategy (NIS) 
 
 
 

Ms. Gina Charos, Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases provided an update on the Public Health 

Network review of the NIS. 

Common Vaccine 
Guidance  

The Executive Secretary , Robert Lerch provided an update on the work underway since the February 2015 meeting on 
Common Vaccine Guidance including the integration of additional elements into one vaccine guidance process (i.e. 
acceptability, economic evaluation). The development of a common vaccine guidance process will be continuing over the 
summer and fall.  
 

Adjournment The Chair thanked members for their contributions. 

 


