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June 4-5, 2014 meeting, Ottawa, Ontario 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Opening Remarks  

The Chair, Dr. Bryna Warshawsky, welcomed participants to the meeting. The Chair introduced the new Liaison 
Representative, Ms. Elaine Sartison, from the Canadian Immunization Committee and welcomed back Dr. Jason 
Brophy, the Liaison Representative from the Canadian Association for Immunization Research and Evaluation. The 
Chair also welcomed Dr. Shelley Deeks, who has been appointed as a NACI voting member.   
 
As today’s meeting marked the end of Dr. Bryna Warshawsky’s term as Chair of the committee, Dr. John Spika, 
Director General of the Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases expressed his appreciation for 
the dedication and efforts of Dr. Warshawsky over the past 3 years as Chair. He also informed the group that Dr. Ian 
Gemmill will be the incoming NACI Chair.  

CAPiTA (Community-
Acquired Pneumonia 
Immunization Trial in 
Adults)  

CAPiTA results were presented. The primary outcome of the trial  was to establish the efficacy of Prevnar™13 in the 
prevention of a first episode of confirmed, vaccine-serotype, pneumococcal community-acquired pneumonia in adults 
65 years and older.  

Epidemiology of 
Community Acquired 
Pneumonia (CAP) in 
Canada 

 
Dr. Shelly McNeil, Canadian Centre for Vaccinology, Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia, presented data on community 
acquired pneumonia and invasive pneumococcal disease among hospitalized adults from a Canadian active 
surveillance network, the Serious Outcomes Surveillance (SOS) network of PCIRN. The data were collected from a 
subset of SOS network sites, 9 hospitals/facilities; December 2010 to December 2013.  
 

Evidence-based 
Methodology Working 
Group (EBM WG) 
 

The NACI EBM WG has been activated to assess and recommend improvements to NACI’s current evidence-based 
methodology and product templates. A draft project charter was presented. The goal of this project is to improve and 
update NACI’s current evidence-based methodology and products by:  identifying and prioritizing key issues and areas 
for improvement, developing strategies to address priority issues and areas for improvement, and drafting revised 
templates and processes for improved NACI products. The EBM WG will further develop its membership and 
timelines, returning to NACI in October with an update.  
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Facilitated Discussion 
on Proposals for 
Common Guidance 
(CVG)  

NACI discussed the Common Vaccine Guidance which is part of the National Immunization Strategy review. The goal 
of the discussion was to seek insights and suggestions regarding key qualities and features of the common guidance 
process and products/outputs. 

Tdap discussion on 
the question regarding 
vaccination of medical 
students 

 
PHAC received an inquiry pertaining to the vaccination of students entering medical school. The inquirer is seeking 
clarification on the current Tdap recommendations in the Canadian Immunization Guide (the Guide): all health care 
and child care workers, regardless of age, should receive a single dose of Tdap vaccine for pertussis protection if not 
previously immunised in adulthood, even if they are not due for a tetanus and diphtheria booster. Additional 
information will be sought from NACI members not in attendance at the meeting prior to clarifying the 
recommendations in the Guide.    
 

Seasonal Influenza  

The Influenza Working Group (IWG) Chair provided an update on the 2014-2015 Seasonal Influenza Vaccine 
Statement.  The Chair of the IWG informed NACI that the statement would be finalized and disseminated to 
stakeholders this summer, with web publication to follow.  
 
The IWG Chair proposed a new format for the influenza statement and the chapter in the Canadian Immunization 
Guide (the Guide) following discussions with the IWG and staff within the Agency. The new format is meant to make 
the products more user-friendly, as well as to make their development more efficient. There are two major stakeholder 
groups with different needs, which we are trying to meet with the NACI influenza products: 1) the Guide influenza 
chapter for clinicians who want a resource which is short, summarized, and is easy to use; and 2) the statement for 
users who require more detailed information and evidence. The proposed format will be used to draft the 2015-2016 
statement in order for NACI to decide on whether this is the best approach going forward.   
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Validity of self-
reported history of 
varicella disease as 
proof of immunity 

A literature review was presented to NACI for their review/discussion. A statement will be drafted by the Varicella 
Working Group for NACI review and approval.  
 
 

Canadian 
Immunization Guide 
(the Guide) Update 

A brief update on the Guide was provided, including the new subscribe feature. This feature will be used to alert 
subscribers by email when new information or updates have been completed for the Guide and other NACI products. 
This feature, in addition to the Table of Updates for the Guide, will be used to keep readers up-to-date on NACI 
recommendations and the evergreen edition of the Guide.  
 
An ongoing review process and schedule to ensure regular updates for the Guide was presented to NACI. Following a 
transition year, an ongoing cycle of chapters review will be implemented. It was proposed that, in addition to periodic 
updates to a chapter following the release of a NACI statement/update, chapters will be reviewed on a 4 year cycle. 
Following further refinement, the process and schedule will be finalized by NACI.  
 

Human 
papillomasvirus (HPV) 
Working Group 
Update 

The Working Group Chair for HPV vaccine presented a proposal to have the WG draft a statement update on a 2-dose 
vaccination schedule, to be completed this summer/fall. NACI agreed to the proposal.  

Vaccine Safety 
Working Group (NACI-
VS WG) Update 

A status update was provided on the NACI-VS WG. The WG Vice-Chair presented a review of recent data on 
intussusception following Rotavirus vaccination. This information will be used to inform a short statement update on 
Rotavirus vaccination for review/approval by NACI. The timing of this review/approval to be determined following the 
meeting and discussion with the Rotavirus WG Chair.  

National Immunization 
Strategy (NIS) 

The Associate Director General, Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases provided an update on 
the Public Health Network review of the NIS. 

Liaison and Ex-Officio 
Representative  
Updates 
 

Updates were provided by liaison and ex-officio representatives including the: Council of Chief Medical Officers of 
Health (CCMOH), Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA), Canadian Paediatrics Society (CPS), Association of 
Medical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases Canada (AMMI), Canadian Immunization Committee (CIC) and the 
College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC).  

Adjournment The Chair thanked members for their contributions and members congratulated the retiring Chair, Dr Warshawsky, for 
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her tireless leadership over the last three years.  The meeting then was adjourned.  
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