
National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI) Summary of Discussion 
February 5-6, 2014 meeting, Ottawa, Ontario 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Opening Remarks  

The Chair, Dr. Bryna Warshawsky, welcomed participants to the meeting. Dr. John Spika, Director General, Centre for 
Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases (CIRID), Public Health Agency of Canada (the Agency), expressed his 
appreciation, on behalf of the Agency, for all the hard work and accomplishments of NACI. Dr. Judith Bossé Assistant 
Deputy Minister was introduced and gave a brief background on herself. Gina Charos, was introduced as the new Director 
of the Immunization Program and Promotion Division, CIRID. The Chair presented the new Liaison Representatives, Dr. 
Martin Lavoie, Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health, Dr. Julie Emili, College of Family Physicians of Canada. The 
Chair also introduced a new Ex-officio, Dr. Diego Garcia, First Nations and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada, and 
welcomed them to their first NACI face to face meeting.  

Fluzone® High Dose 
Vaccine and FIM12 
Efficacy Trial Results 

Sanofi Pasteur presented their data on a randomized controlled trial of Fluzone® High Dose (HD) vaccine compared to 
standard-dose Fluzone® vaccine. Additionally, Sanofi Pasteur is working on an economic analysis.   

Update on the 
Quadrivalent Influenza 
Vaccines 

An update was given to the group in regards to the procurement process, status update and future plans for the  
Quadrivalent Influenza Vaccines.  

Cervarix® 2-dose 
schedule - 
GlaxoSmithKline 

 GlaxoSmithKline presented their data on immunogenicity and safety of Cervarix® 2-dose schedule in girls aged 9 to 14 
years old.  

Presentation of the 
systematic review on the 
need for boosting with 
PPV23 

A McGill University Masters student gave a presentation on the systematic review of the literature conducted in order to 
determine if the optimal timing for the 23-valent pneumococcal vaccine booster for high-risk groups could be established.  

Statement: Update on 
Quadrivalent 
meningococcal Vaccines 
available in Canada 

An update of the progress to date and the next steps and timelines were provided to NACI. Members then discussed a few 
key issues which arose during the statement review process.    
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NACI Work plan 
NACI was presented with a revised list of items to be considered for the NACI work plan as well as key activities that 
should be considered a priority for NACI in the upcoming future. The revised and prioritized list will be further refined 
with the input received from participants at the meeting.  

General NACI Business NACI members were provided with a status update on current NACI activities. 

Liaison and Ex-Officio 
Representative  Updates 

The following liaison and ex-officio representatives provided updates from their organization if updates were available: 
Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health (CCMOH), U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA), Canadian Paediatrics Society (CPS), Association of Medical Microbiology 
and Infectious Diseases Canada (AMMI), Canadian Association for Immunization Research and Evaluation (CAIRE), The 
Agency’s Canadian Immunization Committee (CIC), College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), Health Canada’s 
First Nations and Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB), The Agency’s Committee to Advise on Tropical Medicine and Travel 
(CATMAT), and Health Canada’s Biologics and Genetic Therapies Directorate (BGTD) and Marketed Health Products 
Directorate (MHPD).   

National Immunization 
Strategy (NIS) 

The Associate Director General, Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases provided an update on the 
Public Health Network review of the NIS. 

Update on the Canadian 
Immunization Guide (the 
Guide) 

NACI was presented with the current status of the Canadian Immunization Guide (the Guide) renewal.  Recent page views 
for the the Guide revised chapters were provided, along with an update on the status of the PDFs for each chapter. NACI 
members were invited to send in feedback requesting other web statistics to help inform how the Guide is being accessed 
and used.  Moving forward with the online version, the plan is to update all chapters by February 2016. The Working 
Group Chairs and NACI Chair will be reviewing the chapters as they are prepared. 
 
A short presentation was also given in order to inform NACI on how the Agency and Centre is approaching a strategic and 
streamlined approach to managing web published information.  NACI was given a live demonstration of how the Centre 
products will be presented on the Agency web site.   

Facilitated Discussion on 
Common Guidance 

NACI discussed the Meningococcal B statement and process as an example of guidance that includes both scientific and 
programmatic recommendations.   
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Development  
Manufacturers 
Guidelines comments 
from Vaccine Industry 
Committee 

This agenda item was deferred.   

Literature Review 
Process and Approval 

An issue discussed at the last NACI Executive meeting regarding the ownership, review and approval of literature reviews 
was brought forth to NACI and subsequently discussed by the group.   

Evidence-based 
Medicine Working 
Group brainstorming 

This agenda item was rescheduled and is to be discussed at the June 2014 NACI face to face meeting. 

Adjournment The Chair thanked members for their contributions and the meeting was adjourned.  
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