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AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

Welcome and 
Introduction  

The Chair, Dr. Ian Gemmill, welcomed participants to the meeting. The Chair introduced two new Ex-officio 
representatives, Althea House, Acting Director, Influenza and Other Respiratory Infectious Diseases Division, Public Health 
Agency of Canada (the Agency) and Dr. Tom Wong, First Nationals and Inuit Health Branch, Health Canada.  
 

Dr. John Spika, Director General, Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases provided a short debrief 
from the recent Canadian Immunization Conference. He alerted NACI to the recently completed revision of the resource, A 
Parent's Guide to Immunization (first published in 2009), which is now ready for distribution. Dr. Spika also informed NACI 
that as part of a pilot regarding collaboration among immunization guidance producers, a liaison representative from the 
Comité sur l’immunisation du Québec (CIQ) has been invited to join NACI.  

Developing an 
analytical framework 
for the post-
implementation 
evaluation of 
Immunization 
Programs in Canada  

Dr. Maria Eugenia Espinoza provided a presentation on a standardized logic model for the post-implementation of 
Canadian immunization programs, identifying vaccination program objectives, resources, activities, outputs and outcomes 
at different levels, as well as their interrelations. The model can assist in optimizing planning, implementation and 
communication and capacity building activities.  
 
The model is currently being validated, looking at its overall structure, components, level of complexity, and value in 
regards to monitoring and evaluation purposes. As part of a consultative process, the framework has been previously 
presented to various stakeholder groups across Canada, as well as to the Agency. The framework can be helpful in the 
identification of deficiencies and areas for improvement in immunization programs. Following validation there are plans to 
undergo pilot testing of the model.  

Evidence-based 
Methodology Working 
Group (EBM WG) 

An update was provided on the progress of the EBM working group, which was initiated to review NACI’s methodology and 
provide recommendations for improvement. A project charter summary was presented, which included the objectives, 
activities (phases) and deliverables. The critical appraisal of select NACI products with the AGREE II tool is underway. A 
draft survey questionnaire to collect stakeholder views/opinions on NACI’s methodology and products was presented for 
discussion, including the distribution strategy. The survey is expected to be ready for dissemination in a couple of months.  
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Statement: Update on 
Measles-Mumps-
Rubella-Varicella 
Vaccine (MMRV) and 
Febrile Seizures 

The MMRV and Febrile Seizures statement was initially presented and discussed at the October 2014 meeting. The 
statement has been updated following the October meeting with input from the Vaccine Safety Working Group. The goal of 
the statement is to update the available evidence on MMRV and febrile seizures. The statement was approved in principle 
with some suggested changes but requiring final statement approval be completed via email following the meeting. 

Statement: Rotavirus 
Vaccines and 
Intussusception 

A short statement update discussing risks and benefits of rotavirus vaccination was presented to NACI as per the decision 
at the June 2014 meeting. The statement includes a review of recent data on intussusception as well as a discussion on 
benefits of vaccination. The statement was approved in principle with final statement approval following minor changes, to 
be completed via email following the meeting. 

National Immunization 
Strategy (NIS) Update 

The Associate Director General, Centre for Immunization and Respiratory Infectious Diseases provided an update on the 
Public Health Network review of the NIS. 

Vaccine Safety 
Working Group 
(VSWG) 

As a standing item on the agenda, the Working Group Chair informed NACI that the Working Group will be reviewing, 
refining and prioritizing safety items from the Canadian Immunization Guide (the Guide)/NACI work plan. The working 
group continues to meet regularly to review and discuss any new safety evidence/information, including Adverse Event 
Following Immunization and Canadian Adverse Events Following Immunization Surveillance System data.  

Pharmacovigilance 
Information Session  

Dr. Blair Seifert provided a presentation to NACI on pharmacovigilance. The presentation was intended to provide 
members with general information on pharmacovigilance, safety assessment, tools and specific issues related to 
immunization including the World Health Organization Global Vaccine Safety Initiative.   
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Hepatitis A-B Working 
Group Update 

The Working Group Chair provided NACI with an update on activities in progress and next steps. There are currently two 
statements under working group review. Five issues are under review; the off label use of the Hepatitis A vaccine in infants 
6-11 months, the need for / timing of a Hepatitis B (HB) booster in adolescents vaccinated in infancy, the need for a 
Hepatitis B booster in immunocompromised persons, the risk of Hepatitis B infection in diabetics, and the timing and 
indications of HBIg. Two additional items will be reviewed by the working group, following NACI discussion during the 
meeting: (1) Post-exposure prophylaxis in individuals ≥50 years of age and those with chronic liver disease; and (2) 
Optimal timing of primary HB vaccine and recommendations of a birth dose.  

Human Papillomavirus 
(HPV) Working Group 
Update 

The Working Group Chair presented an update on work plan activities and progress to date including: (1) 2-dose schedule 
recommendations, (2) minimum intervals for 3-dose schedule (3) immunocompromised patients and (4) nonavalent 
vaccine. The HPV 2-dose statement is expected to be posted online in the following weeks. The Guide HPV chapter will 
also be updated based on the 2-dose statement. 

Adult Immunization 
Continuing Medical 
Education (CME) 
Update 

Information was provided on an online adult immunization CME developed by mdBriefCase with support from the Agency.  
The eCME, directed to health care workers, highlights new/updated NACI recommendations and provides practical 
strategies and tips to manage and counsel patients.    

Statement: Seasonal 
Influenza Vaccine 
2015-2016 

The Working Group Chair presented a literature review on Fluad™ Paediatric for NACI discussion, summarizing the 
available evidence on the vaccines efficacy, effectiveness, immunogenicity and safety in children 6 to 72 months of age. 
Resulting recommendations for the vaccine to be included in the 2015-2016 seasonal influenza vaccine statement, 
expected to be released in summer 2015. The 2015-2016 seasonal influenza statement and remaining items for discussion 
were presented to NACI.  

Recommended 
Intervals for 
administration of live 
vaccines 

Following the October 2014 meeting an ad-hoc working group was established to review the evidence and 
recommendations on the intervals for non-concomitant live vaccine administration. The working group will begin by 
reviewing intervals for live attenuated influenza and other vaccines. The working group is expected to present to NACI 
during the June meeting.   
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Canada 
Communicable 
Disease Report 
(CCDR)/Knowledge 
Translation 

Dr. Patricia Huston, CCDR Scientific Editor, provided an update on the revitalization of CCDR. The CCDR is a peer-
reviewed, online, open access journal on infectious diseases in Canada published by the Agency. The CCDR provides 
regular communications to clinicians, public health professionals and others including national surveillance summaries on 
infectious diseases and public health guidance. Subscriptions rates have doubled since the work on the revitalisation of the 
CCDR began. 
 
Currently, NACI statement summary tables are posted on the Agency website with a link to the full statement on 
publications.gc.ca. As an additional knowledge translation tool, a CCDR summary for NACI statements was discussed and 
agreed to by members. The CCDR summary will provide key information from the full statement, outlining the methods, 
results and final recommendations.  

General Business NACI members were provided with a status update on current NACI activities and the overall work plan items. 

Liaison and Ex-Officio 
Representative  
Updates 
 

Updates were provided by liaison and ex-officio representatives including the: Association of Medical Microbiology and 
Infectious Diseases Canada (AMMI), Biologics and Genetic Therapies Directorate (Health Canada), Canadian Association 
for Immunization Research and Evaluation (CAIRE), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Committee to 
Advise on Tropical Medicine and Travel (CATMAT), Council of Chief Medical Officers of Health (CCMOH), College of 
Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC), Canadian Immunization Committee (CIC), Canadian Public Health Association 
(CPHA), Canadian Paediatrics Society (CPS), National Defence and the Canadian Armed Forces (DND), First Nationals 
and Inuit Health Branch (Health Canada), Marketed Health Products Directorate (Health Canada), and the Society of 
Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada (SOGC).   

Adjournment The Chair thanked members for their contributions and adjourned the meeting.   

 


